Give Me Liberty or Give Me Death!
The year is 1775 and British troops are marching through the streets of Boston. There is division and conflict within the American Colonies.  A small group of radicals believe that the only option is independence from the royal “brute” King George, III.  Loyalists have begun a propaganda campaign defending British actions in governing the Colonies.  These documents have dangerously poisoned the radical movement.  

You are a member of the Sons of Liberty and you strongly believe that our rights as British citizens have been disregarded and trampled upon.  You have taken it upon yourself to draft a speech in order to persuade the Colonial Assembly sitting in Boston that independence is now our only option.

Your task is to determine the strongest Patriot arguments in favor of independence.  You will then draft a speech that you will deliver to the class, supporting your argument.  The class will represent the members of the Colonial Assembly that will be deciding how the Colony should react, so your goal is to convince them that they should react by pursuing independence.  

Since this assignment requires you to deliver a persuasive speech, you must use language that is convincing and captivating.  In order to be persuasive, you need to sway the audience, as well as me, to support your case for independence. Don’t forget that pacing, rhythm, tone, dramatic pauses, and body language are important parts of a speech. 
Upon the conclusion of the speeches, each of you will conduct a self-assessment as to how well you think you were able to convince the class and what you might improve upon in similar future exercises. Reflective essays about the process and experience will be allowed for a maximum of ten additional points.  Details of the reflection assignment will be explained in class following the delivery of the speeches.

(Please note that if you would prefer to deliver a speech from the British point of view please speak with me. Although the assignment will be more challenging, it would be great to have both points of view represented.)  

Grading Rubric: Give Me Liberty or Give Me Death
	CATEGORY 
	4 -Above               Standards 
	3 - Meets                Standards 
	2 – Approaching         Standards 
	1 – Below                Standards 
	Points Earned        Up to 20 points total

	Logical Sequencing
& Argument 
	Arguments and support are provided in a logical order that makes it easy and interesting to follow the author's train of thought within the essay. 
	Arguments and support are provided in a fairly logical order that makes it reasonably easy to follow the author's train of thought within the essay.  
	A few of the support details or arguments are not in an expected or logical order, distracting the reader and making the essay seem a little confusing. 
	Many of the support details or arguments are not in an expected or logical order, distracting the reader and making the essay seem very confusing. 
	

	Support for Position 
	Includes 3 or more pieces of evidence (facts, statistics, examples, real-life experiences) that support the position statement. The writer anticipates the reader's concerns, biases or arguments and has provided at least 1 counter-argument. 
	Includes 3 or more pieces of evidence (facts, statistics, examples, real-life experiences) that support the position statement. 
	Includes 2 pieces of evidence (facts, statistics, examples, real-life experiences) that support the position statement. 
	Includes 1 or fewer pieces of evidence (facts, statistics, examples, real-life experiences). 
	

	Audience  
	Demonstrates a clear understanding of the potential reader/listener and uses appropriate vocabulary and arguments. Anticipates reader/ listeners questions and provides thorough answers appropriate for that audience. 
	Demonstrates a general understanding of the potential reader/listener and uses vocabulary and arguments appropriate for that audience. 
	Demonstrates some understanding of the potential reader/listener and uses arguments appropriate for that audience. 
	It is not clear who the author is writing for. 
	

	Commitment (Voice) 
	The writer successfully uses several reasons/appeals to try to show why the reader should care or want to know more about the topic. 
	The writer successfully uses one or two reasons/appeals to try to show why the reader should care or want to know more about the topic. 
	The writer attempts to make the reader care about the topic, but is not really successful. 
	The writer made no attempt to make the reader care about the topic. 
	

	Flow & Rhythm (Sentence Fluency) 
	All sentences sound natural and are easy-on-the-ear when read aloud. Each sentence is clear and has an obvious emphasis. 
	Almost all sentences sound natural and are easy-on-the-ear when read aloud, but 1 or 2 are stiff and awkward or difficult to understand. 
	Most sentences sound natural and are easy-on-the-ear when read aloud, but several are stiff and awkward or are difficult to understand. 
	The sentences are difficult to read aloud because they sound awkward, are distractingly repetitive, or difficult to understand. 
	


